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The Assembly ata a, Glance 


(Continued from last week) c. 


Durham, 
SSEMBLY approves ad interim studies of church property, Montreat 
College, retiring elders, world missions, overall church publication, 
and scope of Annuity benefits. . . . Book of Church Order amend- 
ment allowing larger churches to send more elders to presbyteries is ap- 
proved. . . . Social Security inclusion for pastors is frowned upon. 


‘ Group life insurance plan to begin. . . . “Descended into 
hell’ phrase is untouched. . . . B.A. MclIlhany will succeed Wm. H. 


Hopper as Annuities and Relief treasurer. . . . Discussion makes it 
clear that work on joint hymnal will proceed (Canadians join) 
Montreat College appropriation is denied until ad interim study points 
to best use of institution. . . . Assembly’s challenge funds for higher 
education approved. . . . National Council criticism is not sustained. 
Opponents of cooperation and union are overwhelmed. . . . Joint 
Presbyterian programs,in evangelism, stewardship, chaplaincy, pulpit 
exchange are adopted. . . . Comity principles are reiterated. 
Letter of greeting goes in reply to USA church. . . . Criticisms of 
Sunday school literature are not sustained. . . . Vatican ambassador 
is disapproved. . . . Marriage, Divorce, Re-Marriage report is sent 
outforstudy. . . . Religion and Morals report is commended. 
Full evangelism program is adopted. . . . Government policy of re- 
stricting interchange of church representatives between nations is hit. 
Equalization Fund stands firm. . . . Call is issued for 207 
new missionaries. . . . Former action on International Christian 
University in Japan is reaffirmed. . . . Missions debate is peak of 
interest. . . . Ad interim committee will make two-year study of 
“the church’s missionary obligation and strategy in today’s world.”’ 
General Council recommendation of having secretaries and board mem- 
bers in standing committee meetings is approved. 














Letters to the Editors 





Why Not Elders in Responsible Positions? 





Says Many Are Competent 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I was struck with two things in THE 
OUTLOOK of June 9. 

On the top of the middle column of page 
three was the following: “Standing Com- 
mittee chairmen for the Charleston As- 
sembly appointed by the retiring Modera- 
tor, will be the following ministers. .. .” 
As I recall it, ten of the eleven chairmen 
last year were ministers. 

On the top of the middle column on page 
four was the following: “A NOTICEABLE 
feature in the USA Assembly is the goodly 
number of alert laymen who not only 
occupy responsible positions but are en- 
tirely at home on the floor of the Assem- 
ae 

Our Assembly is composed of an equal 
number of ministers and elders. Does our 
action of the past two years mean that 
practically all of the elder commissioners 
are not competent to head standing com- 
mittees? If so, then we need to reexamine 
our methods of selecting elder commis- 
sioners, for there are many competent 
elders in the various presbyteries. 

How did the USA church get these lay- 
men into the jobs they hold? Perhaps we 
could do something similar. Give the mat- 
ter some thought and perhaps you can 
come up with thoughts on getting our 
laymen doing more of the work of the 
church, or loosening the hold of the 
ministers on direction of all work, which- 
ever is the thing needed. 

J. W. RAINE. 
Alderson, W. Va. 


Early Service Would Help 


No. 12 in a series 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In the remaining letters of this particu- 
lar series I hope to mention, among other 
things, some of the advantages of an 
early service. Some of them may seem 
trivial, but I am not sure they are any 
more so than are the reasons for some of 
our present customs. 

Occasionally when one mentions an 
early service someone will imply that that 
is a Catholic custom so we ought not to 
adopt it. My reply to that is very simple. 
The Catholic Church is our grandmother 
church. While we no longer accept or 
agree with many of her beliefs and cus- 
toms, there is no reason why we should 
feel we must differ with her about every- 
thing. Surely, during her long life she 
has learned much about human nature, 
etc., and maybe in some respects she uses 
more common sense than we do. In this 
connection note how the pendulum has 
swung back to the point where we are 
using some of our grandmothers’ ways of 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including Preabycerian. U. 8. and U 8. A 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

@Arden, N. C., 165 members, 25 mi. Mon- 
treat and near other conference grounds 
and scenic points of Asheville area. Ex- 
change or supply Aug. 17, 24, 31 in Kansas 
City, St. Joseph, Missouri area. Robt. A. 
Potter, Arden, N,. C. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

@S’eastern states. August. L. Richard 
Mellin, 4670 Tibbett Ave., Riverdale 71, 
N. Y. 

@Va. or N. Y. Aug. 10-31. Newton A, 
Peck, 5155 S. Archer, Chicago 32, Ill, 


rearing children. (Maybe one reason for 
some of the tension between Catholics and 
Protestants is that we have not been will- 
ing to give credit where credit is due.) 

Thus, in the present instance, if we 
could meet our children’s needs oetter by 
adding a service, let us, by all means, add 
a service. Maybe by so doing we could 
lay two bricks in their foundation wall 
each Sunday instead of laying only one. 
My own conviction is that in our attempt 
to be efficient and practical we have been 
trying to cover too great an area of need 
per service. My hope is that instead of 
trying to maintain the status quo we will 
seriously consider expanding our services 
in a spirit of faith, hope, and love. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 

Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


Pentecost, Time of Ingathering 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Most Presbyterian congregations could 
make far more use than we do, I believe, 
of Pentecost and other seasons of the 
church year. 

Especially may Pentecost, or Whitsun- 
day, be employed—as it was originally— 
for evangelism and ingathering. Coming 
seven weeks after Easter, Pentecost can 
profit by the impetus toward Christ and 
the Christian life that Holy Week and the 
Easter season bring. 

For two years with us, Pentecost has 
proved more fruitful than Easter. In the 
Pentecost just passed the Holy Spirit 
seemed to move in an especial way. One 
woman telephoned me the day before 
about coming with her daughter into the 
church. Sunday morning I called a man 
I had hoped to see or have visited the 
week before (we have evangelistic visita- 
tion leading up to our Pentecost com- 
munion) but time had gone by without 
my doing so. After he and his wife had 


talked over the matter, they came into the 
church and were publicly received at the 
time of our Pentecost communion. 

A more frequent observance of the 
Lord’s Supper than the accustomed quar. 
terly—which has no sanction in our Con. 
fession or Book of Church Order, in so far 
as I know—is also helpful, both for evan. 
gelistic emphasis and the spiritual life of 
the Christian. 

NAME... 


Hasten the Day 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

From time to time I have read THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK in libraries, 
I have always profited from its pages, 
Now I shall learn to know it as a constant 
friend! 

Hasten the day of our becoming one 
church again! Let every possible bond of 
friendship be established. Encourage the 
growth of a common mind between us! 

Henceforth I expect to be a regular sub- 
seriber . . and to profit greatly in this 
relation, 

ROLAND SHOWALTER. 

Sebring, Ohio. 


Temperance Paragraphs 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Temperance Education, Inc., an organi- 
zation that is committed exclusively to 
education against the use of beverage 
alcohol, has produced a set of brief, read- 
able, meaningful paragraphs on temper- 
ance. They are available, without cost, to 
ministers who will use them in church 
bulletins, The single sheet on which they 
are printed is intended for such insertion. 

When Temperance Education, Inc., of- 
fered the first set to 470 ministers, more 
than 25 per cent responded with orders 
totaling more than 30,000 copies. The 
second set will be ready for use before 
World Temperance Sunday. 

Pastors who are interested may write 
to: 

HERBERT H. PARISH. 
Temperance Education, Inc., 
77 W. Washington Street, Chicago 2, II. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering the question below is Jos. M. Gettys, until recently professor of 


Bible, Assembly’s Training School, now in Dallas, Texas. 


MISSING THE LORD’S SUPPER 


Why is it that Presbyterians and 
some other churches observe the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 
such long intervals? If a person is 
forced to miss one observance, then 
it’s another six months before he 
has another opportunity. Wouldn't 
it be better to observe the Lord’s 
Supper more often? 


GETTYS—I don’t know what the 
practice is in every Protestant church. 
1 believe that most Protestant bodies 
have communion at least every three 
months, some of them once a month, 
some of them once a week. I know that 
the Presbyterian Church may have com- 
munion as often as the elders see fit, 
not less than once a quarter. There are 
some Episcopal churches which provide, 
at least in a chapel service every Sun- 
day morning, an opportunity for the 
Lord’s Supper. It might be that we 


ought to have communion more often 
than we do in some Protestant churches. 
That is not for me to say. I think the 
function of the Lord’s Supper is to bring 
Christ very really into the experience of 
the worshipper. That is the function 
also of preaching and of other forms of 
worship which are used in Protestant 
churches, which may be one reason why 
we don’t observe the Lord’s Supper any 
more often than we do. I would sug- 
gest that if anyone wishes to have 4 
communion service that he or she call 
the pastor of his or her church to see if 
there is some other church of his own 
faith which has communion service 00 
a different Sunday, maybe the next Sun- 
day. I know some pastors who serve 
shut-ins who can’t go to church for such 
a service. I believe if you really want 
to observe the Lord’s Supper, with the 
help of your minister, you might find 4 
way to do it. 


Any Questions’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 
Telephone 2-9492. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 
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Property Law, Montreat, Missions Hold Chief Interest 


Overwhelming Vote Sustains 
Presbyterianism ; College 
Will Be Studied 


(Continued from last week) 


Restricted space last week curtailed 
the report of Assembly discussion on 
several items. One of these was the 
$2,000,000 campaign for Negro Work 
and Stillman College. 

J. McDowell Richards, acting chair- 
man of the Board of Church Extension, 
declared, “As a church, we have not 
ministered adequately to the Negroes.” 
He sketched the efforts and programs of 
the past and underscored the need for 
the present effort which will be at its 
height in May, 1953, with completion 
scheduled for Aug. 31, 1953. 

The effort is to be led by a special 
committee. R. A. Farnsworth, Hous- 
ton, is lay chairman, P. D. Miller, At- 
lanta, is ministerial chairman, and Mrs. 
Alexander Maitland, Richmond, is 
woman chairman. Richard R. Potter, 
now a chaplain, will direct the campaign 
which will be under supervision of ex- 
perienced fund raisers. 

The committee’s report to the Assem- 
bly said, ‘‘There seems to be across the 
church something of a sense of shame 
that this thing has not been done sooner. 
Out of that arises a deep sense of duty 
to help do it now.” 

Mr. Farnsworth, who flew from Hous- 
ton to present the plan, offered the re- 
commendations which the Assembly 
adopted. 

The committee’s theme was taken up 
by the Assembly and echoed and _ re- 
echoed in the remarks of commissioners. 
Henry Wade DuBose urged that the ob- 
Jectives be seen as over-and-above bud- 
geted items and Mr. Farnsworth ex- 
plained that what is proposed is a min- 
imum objective. ‘‘Many presbyteries 
and churches,’”’ he said, have long been 
concerned about this and will go be- 
yond it with their own special pro- 
grams.” 

J. J. Murray said, ‘‘When we vote for 
this, we should do it with full aware- 
ness that here is an oportunity to make 
up in part for our past failures.”’ 

James L. Fowle called the program a 
worthy successor to the Program of 
Progress. He said, ‘“‘We are going to 
try to treat our Negro brethren of the 
South as brethren and not as mission 
people.’’ 





CHURCH GOING? 
PROPERTY TOO? 


The following item appeared re- 
cently in the paper of the “Bible” 
Presbyterian Church, reporting 
the meeting of its Mid-South Pres- 
bytery in Indianapolis: 


“Presbytery enjoyed a special 
visitor in its sessions. Dr. Stephen 
B. Williams, a retired Southern 
Presbyterian pastor, in contact 
with our National Missions office, 
was encouraged to attend presby- 
tery meeting, and his fellowship 
was greatly appreciated. Dr. Wil- 
liams, who has had several years’ 
experience in the mission field of 
Mexico, gave his testimony during 
the public meeting, declaring how 
he had been won to Christ at 17, 
having had a strict Roman Catho- 
lic background, had had over fifty 
years of ministry in the Methodist 
Episcopal and Southern Presby- 
terian churches, and is now inter- 
ested in bringing a church he has 
been serving in Louisiana out of 
the Southern Presbyterian church 
into the Bible Presbyterian testi- 
mony.” 


Dr. Williams, a member of 
Western Texas Presbytery, makes 
his home in Alexandria, La. 











The campaign was approved unani- 
mously. H. Kerr Taylor led the Assem- 
bly’s prayer for this effort. (The prayer 
will be printed in these columns.—Eds. ) 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON (Contd.) 


The Judicial Committee’s recommen- 
dation that the charter of Westminster 
church, Atlanta, be approved, as indi- 
cated here last week, involved the As- 
sembly in its longest and most involved 
debate. Finally, the unanimous report 
of the committee was defeated by the 
Assembly in a 295-72 vote on Monday 
morning and the charter was declared 
contrary to Presbyterian order where it 
claims absolute ownership of the 
church’s property. 

John McSween, the committee chair- 
man, said his committee felt that the 
Book of Order has nothing to say about 
the ownership of church property ex- 
cept in the case of a dissolved church. 


Study of Missions Strategy and 
Program Is Voted After 
ICU Debate 


(The charter had been returned by the 
Assembly to Atlanta Presbytery in 1950 
with the statement that the church can- 
not claim absolute ownership and that 
its charter should be made to show its 
relationship to the church. One clause 
was added saying that it was under the 
government of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., but still claiming absolute owner- 
ship.) Speakers pointed out that ap- 
proval of such a statement would show 
the Assembly saying that by its own 
laws a church can hold its property ab- 
solutely. 

Henry Wade DuBose called this a far- 
reaching matter, establishing a _ pre- 


cedent, and he cautioned care. John A. 
MacLean said the amended charter 
could be interpreted as the church’s 


law. John H. Walkup, Danville, Ky., 
layman said, ‘‘They knew what the Gen- 
eral Assembly meant when it sent the 
charter back. Tell them to get in order 
or get out.’’ Athol Cloud, Stockton, 
Ala., minister: ‘“‘This would be saying 
we are a congregational church accord- 
ing to the laws of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. 8S.” 

R. A. McCurdy, Goliad, Texas, a mem- 
ber of the standing committee and also 
a member of the permanent judicial 
committee which submitted a report on 
church property last year which was not 
adopted but was merely received by the 
Assembly, supported the committee. 
He said the Book of Church Order was 
not specific on the question and that by 
implication the property belongs fully 
to the congregation. The BCO, he said, 
has no rule that would interfere with 
the exercise of the authority of the ses- 
sion or diaconate. The church as a 
whole, he contended, has no property 
rights in the individual congregation. 

He was asked if a congregation could 
withdraw and take its property from the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. He replied 
that it would not be taking any property 
but simply retaining what already be- 
longed to it. 

Geo. Summey Thomas, New Orleans, 
said the charter pretends to conform to 
the church’s law but it does not. (Mr. 
Summey at the same time presented 
the greetings of his namesake, George 
Summey, also of New Orleans, moder- 
ator of the 1925 Assembly, who cele- 











MODERATORS—tThe Assembly’s new Moderator, W. A. Alexander, is con- 
gratulated by the retiring Moderator, J. R. McCain——RNS Photo. 


brated his 99th birthday June 3. The 
Assembly wired Dr. Summey its con- 
gratulations and good wishes.) 

The Moderator, Dr. Alexander, at- 
tempted to hold speakers to the point, 
saying the question is not what we think 
a charter ought to be in regard to pro- 
perty but what the Book of Church Or- 
der provides. 

Albert C. Winn, Nokesville, Va., 
pointed out that Paragraph 164 of the 
BCO covers the case as is made clear in 
the dissolution of a church. The At- 
lanta church that the 
Presbyterian Church has no right of es- 
tate, if the church is dissolved. 


even declares 


“We all come under the umbrella and 
bring what we have into the Presbyter- 
ian Church,’’ said J. W. Foster, David- 
son, N. C., ‘‘but the approval of this 
charter would create two classes of 
churches: Those in line with the Presby- 
terian principle and others that want 
to come under the protection of the 
church, leaving their property outside. 
They say, What’s mine is mine and 
what’s yours is ours.” 

Athol Cloud urged postponement of 
action until the charter could be sup- 
plied the Assembly (no copy seemed to 
be available). 

Andrew B. Mann, Thomas, W. Va., 
elder proposed a question (after the 
vote had been called for): “Is the Pres- 
byterian Church not a democratic or- 
ganization? Doesn’t a congregation 
have a right to do what it will with its 
property?” 

One of several parliamentary snarls 
came at this time. Some efforts sought 
delay, some wanted action. Wm. H. 
Arnold, Houston, said, “We are com- 
mitting the worst sin in the Presbyter- 


4 


ian Church—procrastination.” He 
urged action now. 

In efforts to clear the procedure and 
in reply to a question, the Moderator 
said, ‘“‘After a man is over his head it 
really doesn’t make any difference how 
deep the water is,’’ as the Assembly 
roared with laughter. 

Dr. McSween said postponement 
would do no good until the Book of 
Church Order is made clear. Some of 
us think the charter of this church is 
not in order, some have one opinion and 
some another, but recommitting (as had 
been suggested) will do no good until 
there is a specific law. 

Dr. MacLean moved to have an ad in- 
terim committee to study the question. 
If we acted now, he said, we would be 
acting on it as a side issue. Hasty 
judgment would not be fair to our chil- 
dren and the future of the church. 

A Hattiesburg, Miss., minister, R. D. 
Littleton, said ad interim study was not 
needed. Such a study had been made 
before. Anyway, he said, the congrega- 
tion has a right to own its property ac- 
cording to the laws of the state. 

Dr. DuBose said a fundamental law 
should be established before a particular 
case is decided. 

Dr. Murray agreed that the BCO is 
not adequate at this point. The time 
has come to make it clear as a commit- 
tee studies not only what is there but 
what ought to be there. 

Judge Leon F. Hendrick, Jackson, 
Miss., wanted immediate action favoring 
the Westminster charter: 


“If somebody else wants later on to 
make such a motion that we go into the 
whole matter of church property, that’s 
a different proposition. We very care- 





fully avoided that in the committee and 
the chairman will tell you and the Mod- 
erator has intimated that the only thing 
we are trying to deal with is this partie- 
ular thing brought to us from the Pres- 
bytery of Atlanta in reference of this 
charter... and that’s the thing that we 
ought to vote on. Then if you want to 
take up these other things later we are 
willing to fight it out on that score, | 
don’t want to go into the question of 
church property. I Know who owns it 
now. What you might amend or what 
you might do is a different proposition, 
but I know what the BCO says now in 
reference to our individual church pro- 
perty. It says we own it. It’s ours and 
you can’t take it away from us, and 
that’s all this Westminster Church char- 
ter has done and they have complied 
with the BCO as it’s now written. [| 
think we ought to be courageous enough 
to say that under the present circum- 
stances and under present conditions 
that’s right. .... 


The motion to have the whole ques- 
tion studied ad interim lost 178-124. 

Finally, with recess time nearing, the 
Moderator proposed that, if the Assem- 
bly wished to do so, it approve the West- 
minster charter and that it also appoint 
the ad interim committee for the study, 
but when this led to further debate he 
declared the Assembly in recess until 
Monday morning when action would be 
taken. 

SATURDAY EVENING 

Chureh Extension forces presented 
phases of their work that evening, with 
representatives of various divisions in- 
troduced. Charles J. Gibboney ad- 
dressed the Assembly on the challenge 
of the industrial revolution in the South 
and the responsibilities which the 
church faces in terms of the work of 
Church Extension. 

The Assembly also viewed the first 
sound movie produced by television by 
the Division of Radio and Television. 
It was produced in Central church, At- 
lanta, with its pastor, Stuart R. Oglesby 
and choirs assisting. 

John M. Alexander, head of the divis- 
ion, also reported plans to go to Brazil 
during the summer to help prepare re- 
cordings to aid in the missionary radio 
program in that country. 


SUNDAY 


Edward D. Grant, of the Board of 
Christian Education, spoke to the adult 
classes, with commissioners invited, at 
the First church at the Sunday school 
hour. 

James I. McCord, dean of Austin 
Seminary, was preacher of the day in 
the municipal auditorium, with the Mod- 
erator presiding. Five ministers as- 
sisted with the communion, along with 
more than 50 elders. 

The afternoon program offered a tour 
of the home mission developments now 
to be observed in the Kanawha Valley, 
in the Charleston area. Also the com- 
missioners were offered a special show- 
ing of the home mission film, ‘‘And Now 
Tomorrow,”’ which marks 150 years of 
Presbyterian national missions, pro- 
duced by the USA church. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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That evening, World Missions told its 
story, With present and former mission- 
aries being introduced. Langdon M. 
Henderlite spoke of the opportunity in 
Brazil and Paul B. Freeland, just re- 
turned from Korea, told of relief needs 
in that land. 


MONDAY 


Back to the church property question, 
the Assembly first heard Dr. McSween, 
chairman of the Judicial Business com- 
mittee, read a brief, outlining the his- 
tory of the Assembly’s involvement in 
the Atlanta church’s property issue. He 
appealed for approval of his committee’s 
report, saying the charter was not out 
of accord with the Book of Church Or- 
der. 

Ben L. Rose, Bristol, Va., pastor, next 
gained the floor to make what commis- 
sioners agreed was the most significant 
statement made on the property ques- 
tion (For complete statement, see page 
7.) He asked that the charter be de- 
clared out of line with the church’s law. 
When his 10-minute limit was up, he 
asked permission to offer a motion. The 
Moderator was supported in not allow- 
ing this by a vote of 182-164. 

Dr. Murray then gained the floor to 
move that the Assembly say the church 
is moving in the right direction but that 





CANADIANS JOIN IN 
HYMNAL PROJECT 


Teronto (RNS)—The General As-< 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada voted at its annual meeting 
here to participate in a joint hymnal 
project endorsed by five Presbyterian 
bodies in the U.S. 

Already sponsoring the project are 
the Presbyterian Church, USA; Pres- 
byterian Church, US; United Presby- 
terian Church, Reformed Church in 
America, and _ Associate 
Presbyterian Church. 


Reformed 


John Angus MacInnis, 56, of 
Orillia, Ont., was elected moderator 
of the General Assembly, succeeding 
Norman Kennedy of Regina, Sask. 
Dr. MacInnis has served on _ the 
church’s budget committee for 11 
years and on its board of missions for 
12 years. 











its charter will not be completely satis- 
factory until claims to absolute owner- 
ship are deleted. 

The Stated Clerk was asked from the 
floor if he thought the charter was in 
order but he declined comment. 


The amendment was voted 292-59, so 
that the amended motion then became 
the subject of debate. 

Judge Hendrick said the action just 
taken in amending the motion was a 
slap in the face of the standing commit- 
tee and a slap in the face of the ad in- 
terim committee which reported last 
year (the permanent judicial commit- 
tee). The Assembly, he said, has no 
right to instruct that this paragraph be 
deleted. Talk about a congregational 
form of government has nothing to do 
with this. [I believe in the Presbyterian 
system, he said, but the Presbyterian 
system has to do with spiritual matters. 
The property of a dissolved church can’t 
go back (when the Assembly laughed at 
his slip in choice of words, he changed 
his language), can’t be taken by a pres- 
bytery except by conveyance of a deed. 
He said he is not worried so far as 
Mississippi church property is con- 
cerned, with the recent amendment of 
law by the State Legislature (OUT- 
LOOK, May 5). But, he said, I don’t 
want to take up any more of your time; 
I don’t think I’ve changed the mind of 
a single one of you. 

R. Allen Brown, Norfolk, Va., said the 
judicial business committee did discuss 
the question thoroughly but the mem- 
bers did not have all the facts in hand. 





Elections and Appointments 


tlections and appointments made by 
the 1952 General Assembly or the Mod- 
erator are as follows: 


Moderator: W. A. Alexander. 


Assistants to the Moderator: T. O. 
Andrew, Atlanta: J. C. Montgomery, 
Salem, Va.: John T. Gray, Jr.. Memphis; 
P. F. Howerton, Charlotte, N. C.; Artie 
3arnett, Dallas; all elders. 


Temporary Clerks: D. T. Branden- 
burg, Bardstown, Ky.: C. M. Gibbs, Fay- 
etteville, N. C.; Paul W. Chapin, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


Nominating Committee, 19553: John 
W. Davis, E. B. McGukin, T. H. Mitchell. 


Judicial Committee, 1955: Robt A. 
McCurdy,: Gov. Robt F. Kennon (La.); 
Dean John W. Wade, Nashville, Tenn. 


Office of the General Assembly, 1955: 
Felix B. Gear, Frank P. Anderson, D. R. 
Greenhoe, R. E. Wilgus. F. L. Jackson, 
Judge John T. Grav. 1954: F. S. Hay 
replaces W. Nevyn Rankin. deceased. 


Trustees of the General Assembly 
(Presbyterian Foundation): 1953: J. 
Layton Mauze, Ivey W. Stewart, W. H. 
Hopper: 1954: Geo. M. Rose, J. Chester 
Frist, A. Walton Litz: 1955: T. S. Mc- 
Pheeters, Carl R. Pritchett, Gratton 
Price. 


Bistorical Foundation, 1955: Charles 
D. Parker, Dr. Hamilton W. McKay, 
Dwight M. Chalmers. 


Annuities and Relief, 1955: Wm. A. 
Alexander, C. W. Bailey. Wm. E. Phifer, 
Chas. J. Currie, Murray P. Nicol, Geo. H. 
Vick. (The new treasurer, to succeed 
Wm. H. Hopper. who wil retire Aug. 31, 
will he Rernard A. MelIlhany, now assist- 
ant to the executive secretary. ) 
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Women’s Work, 1953: Mrs. Paul K. 
Buckles; 1955: Mrs. Geo. U. Baucom, 
Jr., Mrs. A. R. Craig, James Sprunt, 
Mrs. J. G. Walker, Mrs. J. M. Williams, 
Jr., Mrs. H. B. Whitaker 


Stillman College, 1955: L. W. Bot- 
toms, Dr. J. E. Bryan, S. F. Bryant, L. 
Tennent Lee, Jr., E. G. McGee, W. J. 
Gipson: 1954: W. L. Dansby, replacing 
Dr. A. B. MeKenzie, deceased. 


Mountain Retreat Assn., 1955: Philip 
F. Howerton, replacing W. H. Belk, Sr., 
deceased; John L. Morrison, replacing 
Harry M. Moffett, removed, as the Texas 
trustee. 


Assembly’s Training School, 1955: 
Frederick H. Olert, Mrs. Paul K. Buck- 
les, Mrs. John N. Thomas, Philip A. Rob- 
erts, Mrs. Wm. C. Cannon, Wade H. 
Boggs, Sr., James Sprunt. 1954: J. W. 
Witherspoon, replacing D. T. Caldwell, 
deceased. 


National Council of Churches, 1953: 
H. Roe Bartle, replacing Clarence §. 
Johnson, deceased. 


Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union 1954: W. W. Glass, Ala.; A. 
J. Kissling, Fla.; John A. Redhead, Jr., 
N. C.; Col. D. T. Moore, W. Va.; W. G. 
Foster, Jr., La.; T. K. Young, Tenn.; 
H. Kerr Taylor, Ga. Nominated by 
Board of Women’s Work, 1954: Mrs. R. 
G. Martin, 1955, Mrs. F. R. Crawford. 


World Council of Churches, David L. 
Stitt. replacing P. D. Miller as principal, 
resigned; T. K. Young, alternate. 


Lund (Sweden) Conference, John N. 
Thomas, J. R. Cunningham, alternate. 


Christian Education, 1955: Harmon 
B. Ramsey, Lawrence I. Stell, J. J. Mur- 
ray, W. E. Price, Wallace M. Alston, 


Mrs. Norwood Phelps, J. A. Kellenber- 
ger, 1953: Holister V. Schenck. 


Church Extension, 1955: Geo. Mauze, 
Ralph A. Huie, Moses E. James, Lloyd 
Courtney, Wm. B. Oglesby, E. T. Thomp- 
son, Mrs. S. A. Robinson, Sr. 1953: Wm. 
C. Brown, replacing Wm. H. McCorkle, 
resigned; A. W. Dick. 1954: Judge Jul- 
ian R. Alford. 


Lord’s Day Alliance, A. R. Bird, Sr., 
C. Grier Davis. 


World Missions, 1955: S. Hugh Brad- 
ley, Dr. Norman Patterson, J. E. Cou- 
sar, Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, Mrs. Tate 
Bird, James A. Jones, Frank Alfred 
Mathes. 1954: Dr. C. E. Cunningham. 


Mission Court: Miss Cammie Cary, 
Mrs. A. C. Goolsby, B. R. Lacy, Jr. 


General Council: 1955: Wallace M. 
Alston, Jas. A. Jones, Mare C. Weersing, 
John N. Thomas, Geo. H. Vick, E. lL. 
Repass, Mrs. J. P. Walker, John Well- 
ford. 


Ad Interim Committees 
To Be Named by the Moderator 


On church property. 

On Montreat College. 

On the inclusion of non-members of 
the Annuity Fund in its benefits. 


To Be Named by Assembly’s Nominating 
Committee 
On World Missions, the church’s ob- 
ligation and strategy. 
Electing elders as elders emeritus. 
On the possibility of having one over- 
all ageney publication. 


Continued 
On Joint Hymnal 








He agreed with everything Dr. Rose had 
said. The genius of Presbyterianism is 
the presbytery. The presbytery has ab- 
solute control in spiritual matters and 
absolute control in matters of govern- 
ment. 

R. D. Littleton, Hattiesburg, Miss., 
said, “Our church is a church that has 
been true to its covenant. ... It was be- 
cause of the action in the Walnut Street 
case that the Synod of Kentucky came 
into the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Will the Southern Presbyterian 
Church stand true to its covenants? If 
we are going to hold Presbyterians in 
the church by the authority of the dol- 
lar, then I’m against it. If a church 
wants to go into a screwball denomina- 
tion, then let it go and take its property. 
Let’s don’t try to buy Presbyterians.”’ 

Mr. Thomas, of New Orleans, who is 
a court reporter, referring to Judge 
Hendricks, said, ‘“‘The judge made an 
eloquent argument before a civil court, 
but this is not a civil court.”’ 

Dr. Murray’s motion was adopted by 
the Assembly 295-72. 

A little later Hayes Clark, Tschula, 
Miss., proposed an ad interim committee 
to study the whole question of church 
property, nine members, not more than 
one from a synod, appointed by the 
Moderator, to report in 1954 

Dr. Rose said this was unnecessary 
and referred to the work of the com- 
mittee of last year. Mr. Thomas also 
opposed the saying that the 
appointment of such a committee as- 
sumes a diversity of interest between 


action 


church and church and the church at 
large. 
Addison Woestemeyer, Oklahoma 


City, also opposed the proposal, saying, 
this matter of church property is one 
of stewardship. If a Presbyterian 
church is a Presbyterian church, it is a 
Presbyterian church with all its posses- 
sions, just as a Christian is a Christian 
with all his possessions. To bring up 
this matter repeatedly dulls this con- 
ception of stewardship. 

The ad interim study was approved 
179-144. 


Three File Protest 


Three commissioners, all of whom 
had served on the Judicial Business 
committee, entered a formal protest 
which the Assembly admitted to record, 
R. A. McCurdy and Judges Hendrick and 
Will A. McTeer (Rockford, Tenn.) said 
the Assembly’s action in declaring the 
Westminster charter out of line “in- 
vades a sphere of teh life of a particu- 
lar church in which neither the General 
Assembly nor the presbytery has any 
original jurisdiction.” 

Final action was also taken by the 
Assembly in admitting to record and 
printing in the Minutes an ‘Outline of 
Facts”? requested by the Session of the 
First church, Greensboro, N. C., in an 
effort to make the record complete in 
the long-discussed Richardson case. It 
was held up temporarily on the question 
of the expense. Some suggested that 





the Greensboro session had offered to 
pay the expense of printing, but the As- 
sembly felt (as several commissioners 
put it) that anything it printed in its 
Minutes should be paid for by the As- 
sembly itself. 

All amendments submitted to presby- 
teries by the 1951 Assembly were 
enacted by the 1952 Assembly. 


Bills and Overtures 


In presenting his report, Dr. Fowle 
asked, in jocular vein, ‘‘We know what 
an overture is, but what is a_ bill?’ 
(Nothing ever called a “bill’’ apepars in 
Assembly proceedings, so this appears 
to be an outmoded term.) The Moder- 
ator replied, ‘“‘The overtures are cash; 
the bills are charged.” 





LUTHERANS FAVOR 
SOCIAL SECURITY 
MEASURE 


Minneapolis, Minn. (RNS)—A 
request that Congress extend So- 
cial Security coverage to all or- 
dained ministers on a voluntary 
basis was voted by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at its biennial 
convention here. 


At present, ministers are ex- 
cluded from Social Security, but 
the government has indicated its 
willingness to extend coverage to 
them if the various denominations 
ask for it, the delegates were told. 


The convention ended 24 hours 
ahead of schedule. A unanimous 
“*yes”’ vote after only an hour’s de- 
bate on a resolution proposing 
merger with four other member 
bodies of the American Lutheran 
Conference made the early ad- 
journment possible. 











With the Assembly feeling the pres- 
sure of time, being far behind its sche- 
dule, commissioners responded to Dr. 
Fowle’s invitation to adopt his report 
quickly. It was adopted as presented. 
(Overtures were reported here, OUT- 
LOOK, May 26.) 

Durant Presbytery’s about individ- 
uals, agencies or groups speaking for 
the church was declined on the ground 
that the Book of Church Order is clear 
about this. East Alabama’s request to 
provide for making elders ‘“‘elders emer- 
itus” was referred to an ad interim com- 
mittee. T. Shep Clark’s request for ci- 
tation of ‘‘the scriptural validity of the 
rotary system of electing elders’’ was 
denied. Overtures from Meridian, Pied- 
mont, Memphis Presbyteries were de- 
nied. The Fayetteville request for elim- 
ination of ‘descended into hell’? from 
the Apostles’ Creed was denied because 
the “matter is clarified in the footnotes 
of both the Confession of Faith and the 
Catechism.” 

Dallas’ request about locating church 
property only by permission of the pres- 


bytery was denied since the Assembly 
has already ‘‘ruled that presbytery has 
jurisdiction in locatii.s a church builg- 
ing, Min. G. A., 1911, P. 62. 

Dallas was answered favorably on q 
request to enable a church to send to 
presbytery an additional elder for each 


additional thousand members. It was 
explained that this could add a total of 
approximately 35 elders to the meetings 
of the 85 presbyteries. 

Two Atlanta overtures and one from 
Bluestone were approved and sent to 
presbyteries for their votes as amend- 
ments to the Book of Church Order. 

East Arkansas was denied the request 
that ministers serving a federated U. §.- 
USA church might belong to both pres- 
byteries. A Charleston (S. C.) overture 
was approved (and sent to the presby- 
teries) providing that a minister who 
does not engage in church work for two 
years may be required to show cause 
why he should not be divested of office. 

Potomac’s overture asking that min- 
isters going from one presbytery to an- 
other be received without examination 
upon signing the prescribed obligation 
was answered negatively. 

A Synod of Texas action including 
part of two New Mexico counties in El 
Paso Presbytery was approved. 


Office of General Assembly 


Andrew R. Bird, Jr., Huntington, W. 
Va., minister reported for the commit- 
tee on Office of the General Assembly. 
The standing committee on Synodical 
Records was abolished, the review of 
these records now to be cared for by the 
standing committee on Judicial Busi- 
ness. The Office of the Generai Assem- 
bly was charged with promotion of the 
General Fund. Publication of a pro- 
posed Book on ‘Polity and Procedure” 
was approved. 

Orange Presbytery’s request for free 
copies of the Assembly’s Minutes for all 
Sessions was refused and Sessions were 
urged to purchase copies of the volume. 


Educational Institutions 


One of the liveliest debates of the en- 
tire Assembly came with the report on 
educational institutions, with Laurence 
F. Kinney, Southwestern professor, a8 
chairman. This item dealt with Mon- 
treat College, but before reaching it, 
the committee’s report was approved by 
the Assembly, reviewing the progress of 
the four seminaries, the Training 
School, Stillman College, and the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association. 

One departure from any previous cus- 
tom came with a brief paragraph in the 
report saying: “This (standing) com- 
mittee voted to send a communication 
to the trustees of Stillman College and 
to the Board of Church Extension con- 
cerning teh integration of the two di- 
visions of our Negro Work.” When 
questions were raised about this unusual 
procedure, it was explained that a letter 
had been prepared to be sent to the 
(Continued on page 8) 
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@ This was the decisive word spoken before 
the Charleston Assembly on an important issue 


The Presbyterian Doctrine of Church Property 


T 1S MY HOPE that you will defeat 

the motion before you, because I be- 

lieve that the charter of Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church of Atlanta 
Presbytery IS out of accord with the 
Book of Church Order—that the char- 
ter as it now stands amended is diamet- 
rically opposed, not only to the whole 
philosophy of the church upon which 
the Book of Church Order is based, but 
that it is opposed also to the letter of 
that noble document. 

I should like to insert that I feel that 
this Assembly would be most unwise to 
declare, as this motion would have it 
do, that the charter of the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta Pres- 
pytery is entirely satisfactory when 
neither this Assembly nor any previous 
Assembly has ever seen the entire docu- 
ment. We are buying a pig in a poke 
with only a leg sticking out for exami- 
nation. I want to se the whole pig be- 
fore I declare him satisfactory. But I 
submit that the leg of this pig is enough 
to cause us to reject him. 

It is my contention that this phrase, 
which is still included in the amended 
charter, is out of accord with the spirit 
and the letter of the Book of Church 
Order: ‘“‘For the absolute, sole, and ex- 
clusive benefit of the members of the 
congregation (of said church) without 
any right, title, interest or estate, legal 
or equitable, existing in favor of any 
denomination presbytery, or other 
ecclestiastical body whatever.” If the 
charger said: ‘“‘in fee simple forever,’’ no 
one would object, but it says ‘‘without 
any right, title, interest or estate, legal 
or equitable, existing in favor of any 
denomination whatever.’’ We all agree 
that the report of the ad interim com- 
mittee on church property, which re- 
ported to the 1951 Assembly, that “the 
legal title to property of a particular 
church is in its trustees on the behalf 
of the congregation. Therefore, the 
property is actually controlled by that 
congregation.”” But this charter goes 
too far. 

I should like to appeal first of all to 
the Book of Church Order itself to sup- 
port my contention. It is the view of 
the Book of Church Order that the local 
church is a creation of the presbytery; 
that the local church has no real exis- 
tence apart from the presbytery, and 





*Dr. Rose is pastor of Central church, 
Bristol, Va. As a commissioner to the 
Assembly he delivered this address on 
Monday morning, after the Assembly 
had debated the property issue on Satur- 
day afternoon. The standing committee 
had recommended approval of the char- 
ter but the Assembly found this recom- 
mendation unacceptable and voted 275- 
72 that the Westminster church’s char- 
ter was unsatisfactory, as Dr. Rose 
urged. 
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By BEN LACY ROSE* 
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that all its life in all its doings as a 
church, it is responsible to and under 
the authority of the presbytery which 
created it. According to the Book of 
Church Order there is only one way in 
which a Presbyterian church can come 
into existence. Paragraph 26 is quite 
specific in saying, ‘“‘A church can be or- 
ganized only by the authority of pres- 
tery.”” A group of people may consti- 
tute themselves into a Baptist or a Con- 
gregational church but according to the 
Book of Church Order, a Presbyterian 
church can be organized only by the 
authority of presbytery. 

Then how was the Westminster 
church of Atlanta Presbytery organized? 
A group of individuals petitioned At- 
lanta Presbytery to organize them into 
a congregation of Atlanta Presbytery. 
(I would emphasize that they wanted to 
become a congregation of Atlanta Pres- 
bytery of the Synod of Georgia of tha 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.) Atlanta Presbytery then by of- 
ficial action granted said petition and 
proceeded to organize them into a con- 
gregation of Atlanta Presbytery. Pur- 
suant to their being organized into a 
church, every charter member was re- 
quired to answer in the affirmative the 
following question appointed by the 
Book of Church Order, paragraph 26, to 
be put on such an occasion: ‘Do you in 
reliance on God for strength, solemnly 
promise and covenant that you will walk 
together as an organized church, on the 
principles of the faith and order of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, and that you will study the pur- 
ity and harmony of the whole body?” 
Having so covenanted, the presiding 
minister, according to the Book of 
Church Order, shall then say, “I pro- 
nounce and declare that you are consti- 
tuted a church according to the Word 
of God and the faith and order of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.” 


Apart from Presbytery, No Church 


Organized by Atlanta Presbytery, they 
exist as a church only so long as they 
remain so constituted. Westminster 
church has no real existence, no life at 
all, apart from its connection with At- 
lanta Presbytery. It came into existence 
by action of that ecclesiastical body 
and it continues to be a_ church 
only through its connection with 
that ecclesiastical body. A local con- 
gregation, constituted a church ac- 
cording to the Book of Church Order, is 
not like a child which, once delivered of 
its mother, becomes a separate individ- 


ual, but according to the very essence 
of that book a local congregation is a 
finger or an arm of a body which, when 
severed, loses its life and ceases to ex- 
ist. According to the Book of Church 
Order, the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States is not a group of autono- 
mous bodies (local congregations) held 
together by a voluntary agreement, but 
according to that noble document we 
are “a spiritual commonwealth.” Para- 
graph 15 of the Book of Church Order 
says, ‘‘The power which Christ has com- 
mitted to his church vests in the whole 
body . . . constituting it a spiritual com- 
monwealth.” 

Now, Westminster Church of Atlan- 
ta Presbytery has title to certain pro- 
perty: a building, a manse, and perhaps 
other property. All of that property be- 
longs to it as a church, but Westminster 
remains a church only so long as it re- 
mains a part of Atlanta Presbytery. As 
a church it exercises oversight over the 
property. It can sell it, add to it, mort- 
gage it, if it wishes. THEY OWN IT so 
long as they remain a church. When 
they cease to be a church, that property 
comes under the stewardship of the 
presbytery. Paragraph 164 of the Book 
of Church Order is quite specific at this 
point. 

According to the Book of Church Or- 
der, therefore, Westminster Church of 
Atlanta Presbytery owns its property so 
long as it continues to be a church; but 
it continues to be a church only so long 
as it continues to be so constituted by 
Atlanta Presbytery. 

Now, when the charter of Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church of Atlanta 
Presbytery declares that it holds its pro- 
perty, ‘“‘without any right, title, interest 

. existing in favor of any... presby- 
tery or other ecclesiastical body what- 
ever,” it is obviously out of accord with 
both the spirit and the letter of the Book 
of Church Order and most expressly out 
of accord with the entire view of church 
government by oversight of ascending 
courts set forth in the Book of Church 
Order. 


Previous Actions Are Clear 


I should like secondly to appeal to 
the previous actions of the courts of our 
church which seem to consider that the 
entire view of the ownership of church 
property represented by this charter is 
out of accord with the Book of Church 
Order. Twice, proposed amendments to 
the Book of Church Order have been 
presented proposing to vest the ‘‘power 
of control, management, and disposal” 
of property in the congregation and to 
provide that the right to property ‘“‘is a 
civil right and cannot be involuntarily 
impaired or affected by an ecclesiastical 
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action of any other church court.”” In 
both instances the majority of the pres- 
byteries opposed the amendment. The 


Assembly of 1950 on this 
which we are now debating was asked, 
“Does a particular church have absolute 
ownership of its property without refer- 
The 1950 
If we pass 


very case 


ence to the denomination?”’ 
Assembly answered **NO!” 
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this motion and rule this charter as sat- 
isfactory, we will go counter to numer- 
ous actions of previous courts of our 
church. [ challenge the supporters of 
this motion to show one previous action 
of the General Assembly which supports 
their view! 

I should like to appeal lastly to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. In 
the Walnut Street Church cease, the 
Supreme Court of our land ruled (ac- 
cording to Millard’s Digest, page 80,) 
“In the final analysis the right in and 
to all property within its ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction belongs to the church as a 
whole—the entire denomination.” The 
Supreme Court has, according to Mil- 
lard’s Digest, consistently upheld this 
decision. 


Congregation Is a Steward 


In closing, I submit that whatever the 
civil courts of our land may rule, as 
Presbyterians, we know that in the eyes. 
of Almighty God, the local congregation 
is only the steward of the property en- 
trusted to it. It does not own that pro- 
perty ‘‘without any right, title, inter- 
est ... existing in favor of any presby- 
tery or other ecclesiastical body.’’ The 
local congregation is accountable as a 
steward to the presbytery, which is ac- 
countable as a_ steward to the synod, 
which is accountable as a_ steward 
to the General Assembly, which 
is accountable as a steward to the Lord 
Jesus Christ who, according to the Book 
of Church Order, is the great King and 
Head of the church. Therefore, for the 
charter of a Presbyterian Church to af- 
firm that its property is ‘‘for the abso- 
lute, sole and exclusive benefit of the 
members of the congregation without 
right, title, interest or estate... exist- 
ing in favor of any. . presbytery or 
other ecclesiastical body” is certainly 
NOT in accord with the Book of Church 
Order. 





ADDITIONAL, COPIES of this statement 
may be secured at 5c, single copy; 10 for 
25e: 50 for 60c; 100 for $1, from The Pres- 
byterian Outlook, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 
19, Va. 





ASSEMBLY 

(Continued from page 6) 
agencies concerned expressing the judg- 
ment of the standing committee (with- 
out bothering the Assembly) that a re- 
union of the two parts of Negro Work, 
which would bring Stillman College 
back under the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, would be wise. It was ex- 
plained that the committee did not want 
to precipitate discussion of this point in 
the Assembly and felt that it had the 
power to send such a letter as was pro- 
posed. Not much time was spent in 
making it clear that a standing com- 
mittee is to consider only what is put 
into its hands by the Assembly and that 
it cannot say anything to any individual 
or agency on its own responsibility. 
The paragraph was deleted from the re- 
port. 

Seven synods (Alabama, Appalachia, 
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Tennessee) overtured the 
Assembly to support Montreat College 
adequately. Greenbrier Presbytery (W. 
Va.) asked the Assembly not to take 
such a step. The standing committee 
recommended that the Assembly not 
support the college, as follows: 


“Inasmuch as we believe that the 
support of higher education should be 
at no higher than synod level; and inas- 
much as granting the request of Mon- 
treat College for Assembly-wide sup- 
port through the budget of the General 
Assembly would set a precedent which 
colleges, now operating under synods’ 
control and supported at synods’ level. 
could rightly follow; and inasmuch as 
the Assembly of 1943 declined to accept 
responsibility for the support of Mon- 
treat College,” 


a negative answer to the synods and 


an affirmative answer to the presbytery 
were called for. 


Dr. Blakely Speaks 


Dr. Kinney asked that Hunter B. 
Blakely, head of the church’s higher 
education program, be heard. Dr. 
Blakely said all our colleges serve the 
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General Assembly—the whole church. 
The lolig-time policy has been that of 
synod control and a _ recent study by 
competent educators had recommended 
continuation of the same policy. On the 
basis of the number of 4-year students 
at Montreat, he said, the $75,000 asked 
by the directors would amount to $914 
per student, while the 12 fully-accred- 
ited colleges of the church are _ sup- 
ported by their synods at an average of 
only $65.46 per student, and the four 
seminaries at about $236 per student. 
The requested sum, he said, is more 
than the total cost of board, room and 
tuition at 16 of the 24 colleges of the 
church. 

The Assembly, he said, can do most in 
the way of support through the Chal- 
lenge Fund which has been operating in 
recent years. 

J. Rupert McGregor, Montreat’s pres- 
ident, said he hated to be put in the po- 
sition of arguing. “I am a servant of 
the General Assembly. He said Dr. 
Blakely had used his time to make the 
request for $75,000 appear absurd. He 
then read the list of directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association whence 
the $75,000 request had come. 

Dr. McGrego. indicated that the fig- 
ures used were not fair, that the en- 
rollment should also include Montreat’s 
high school students. The $75,000, if 
put in the budget, would not yield more 
than half that sum. He said the mem- 
bership of the synods represented by 
the overtures totaled more than half 
that of the entire church. Montreat is 
sending more girls to the Assembly’s 
Training School than any other institu- 
tion. Money is needed to establish fac- 
ulty salaries on an adequate basis. He 
told about the type of girls who are 
helped there. Despite the low cost of 
$535 a year, 70% of the girls have work 
scholarships in addition. 

Dr. Fowle, who is on the college 
board, said, ‘If you give us this money, 
we'll have 300 girls up there.” Refer- 
ring to Dr. Blakely’s figures, he said, 
“I never heard such a thing as was pre- 
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sented up here. ... We are trying to do 
the best job we can; just give us a little 
money; we are trying to do the best we 
can with what we’ve got. ... I’m not 
arguing for anything I’m begging.” 

Paul Hastings, Reidville, N. C., urged 
the appropriation, in view of the large 
membership represented by the seven 
synods. 


Study Is Proposed First 


Cecil G. Culverhouse, Marion, Ala., 
pastor, said he was deeply moved by the 
stories about the needy girls, as told by 
Dr. McGregor, but he was overwhelmed 
by the statistics of Dr. Blakely; these 
figures, he said, were based on studies 
made by competent educators. He then 
asked Dr. Rose to read a recommenda- 
tion to be presented later by the Chris- 
tian Education committee on the same 
subject. This called for ‘‘an ad interim 
committee of qualified persons not of- 
ficially connected with the college or 
the Board of Christian Education to 
study the question of Montreat Colege, 
its purposes, control, and support, and 
to make a report to the next Assembly 
of what should be done.” 

R. D. MeMillan, Jr., Red Springs, N. 
C., said the need of deserving and wor- 
thy girls was not the issue; deserving 
and worthy girls are to be found at 
Flora Macdonald, Queens and many 
other colleges. Tw} 

John R. Williams, Montreat pastor, 
said he “thought the General Asembly 
would be ashamed to deny the requests 
of these synods. Montreat College is a 
child of the Assembly.” This child, he 
said, must be given the proper nourish- 
ment. 

Stephen L. Cook, Houston, Texas, pas- 
tor, said colleges like Arkansas were 
also doing a wonderful work, also reach- 
ing mountan students. If we are going 
into the business of subsidizing colleges, 
then the responsibilities will be greater 
than have heen imagined. 

F. W. A. Bosch, of Springfield, Mo., 
recognized that all colleges need money, 
but, he said, these other colleges are 


synod institutions; Montreat belongs to 
the Assembly. He said there is a pre- 
judice against Montreat College on the 
part of some individuals. We must 
stand by the college now. 

A decision on an emotional basis 
would not be adequate, declared Mat- 
thew Lynn, of Midland, Texas, who de- 
scribed himself as a long-time Mon- 
treater. ‘I could cry for Pres-Mex girls. 
That’s an Assembly’s institution. How 
did we get Montreat College? It was 
literally left on our doorstep. If it is 
to be an Assembly’s institution, it must 
have enough money to become such on 
an adequate basis. ...’’ He appealed 
for the formal and thorough study. 


Dr. McCain Traces History 


J. R. McCain, the immediate past 
Moderator, said there had been “a lot 
of loose talk about Montreat and where 
it came from.” He referred to the his- 
tory as reported in the Assembly’s Min- 
utes: In 1914 Dr. (R. C.) Anderson 
asked the Assembly to start a school 
there, but, although a recent Montreat 
catalog says it did, the Assembly turned 
down both Montreat and Oglethorpe at 
the same time. Montreat College was 
started with the support of seven sy- 
nods. In 1932 the college board decided 
it would no longer be controlled by the 
synods and voted to go under the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association, and the As- 
sembly knew nothing about this until 
two years later. In 1935, when it was 
a normal school, it was changed by its 
board to Montreat College—this was 
done by the corporation, not the As- 
sembly. In 1948 the college asked to 
be included in the Assembly’s budget 
but this was denied. In 1945 the col- 
lege board decided to have a four-year 
college. When this was questioned in 
the Assembly, Dr. Anderson said, ‘“‘You 
don’t have anything to do with it: it has 
already been done.” In 1947, its board 
decided to take it away from the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association and make it 
independent, and there was nothing 
anybody could do about it. An ad in- 
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terim committee of that year (Dr. Me: 
Cain was on it) said the college should 
be back under the Asesmbly, but the 
Assembly had no power to put it back. 
On the first vote, its board refused to 
take this step; then, when new directors 
were added, it voted to come back un- 
der the Assembly’s control. 

Said Dr. McCain: It has never be- 
longed to the Assembly. The Assembly 
has never controlled it. We ought to be 
ashamed, he said, to say, here is an 
Assembly’s institution and the Assem- 
bly ought to support it. The history of 
the institution shows it ought not to be 
an Assembly’s institution. 

Dr. Kinney, in concluding the debate, 
said, We have some magnificent build- 
ings at Montreat and they should he 
used for some wise purpose, possibly for 
a church college. But higher education 

If we go into it at 
the level where we should, it will cost 


is serious business. 


us. There must be an adequate library, 
endowment, laboratory facilities, a full- 
time president. If we are going into the 
business of having a college there, we'll 
Chris- 
tian higher education is even more ser- 
There is no such thing 
as a good education that is cheap. Pres- 
byterians should have no second-grade 
institution. 

The Assembly voted 237-75 to sustain 
the committee. 

Next day, when the matter came up 
again, all motions seeking financial pro- 
vision were ruled out of order unless a 
motion to reconsider the Monday action 
could be carried. The Assembly refused 
to reconsider. A. W. Dick said Montreat 


have to haev some big money. 


ious business. 
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College is facing an almost impossibil- 
ity in seeking to do what the 1947 As- 
sembly asked it to do (in terms of ac- 
creditation). Referring to Dr. Blakely’s 
statistics, he said the Assembly’s sup- 
port of the Assembly’s Training School 
amounted to $1,224 per student. Dr. 
John M. Preston, Columbia, S. C., called 
for $11,000 per year until the proposed 
study is completed. One commissioner 
suggested that the seven synods which 
sent up the overtures be asked to pro- 
vide the necessary money to help the 
college out in its present difficulty. 

The Christian Education recommen- 
dation, calling for the ad interim study 
before any financial commitment is 
made, was adopted. 


Annuities and Relief 


H. Kerr Taylor reported for the An- 
nuities and Relief standing committee. 
B. A. Mellhany was introduced as the 
successor to Wm. H. Hopper who will 
retire as treasurer of the Board Aug. 31. 
The Assembly urged that all sources of 
a minister’s salary be reported in order 
to give him the largest possible earned 
annunity. An ad interim committee was 
authorized to study the use of minister- 
ial relief funds for ‘‘certain retiring 
ministers and non-ministerial workers 
of the church.” A Group Life Insurance 
plan was voted for full-time salaried 
personnel, with Cecil Jones, Atlanta, re- 
presenting the Home Life Ins. Co., ex- 
plaining the details. 

A prayer of thanksgiving for Henry 
H. Sweets was led by Henry Wade Du- 
Bose. 

Only debate in connection with the 
committee’s report came with a resolu- 
tion presented in the Assembly calling 
for endorsement of including ministers 
in the Federal Social Security provision, 
on a voluntary basis. The committee was 
unanimous in opposing this, except for 
the chairman, Dr. Taylor. Dr. DuBose 
opposed the committee recommendation 
because, he said, exclusion of ministers 
from this provision is unfair; it is not a 
matter of approving or disapproving 
Social Security; this is discrimination 
against a group of tax-paying citizens. 
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There is no issue of church and state 
since the church will not gain from ip- 
clusion. Many ministers in certain types 
of institutions are already covered. The 
present Annuity provision of the church 
is entirely inadequate, he said. 

A. H. Burton, Paris, Texas, elder, said 
‘We have an efficient Board of Annui- 
ties and Relief to take care of our min- 
isters. . The power to tax is the 
power to destroy.” 

Philip F. Howerton, Charlotte, N. C., 
said the present Social Security basis js 
inadequate; benefits are far greater 
than the payments into the fund. Soc- 
ial Security is here to stay, but we would 
be asking the government to take over 
the taxing of our ministers by a system 
that is socialistic and to a certain extent 
paternalistic. This would be another 
wedge toward the time when the Federa] 
Government would have control of our 
schools, our colleges and our churches, 

The Assembly voted 258-63 against 
asking the government to include min- 
isters in Social Security provisions on a 
voluntary basis. 


Missions Debate 


To look ahead in this report, one of 
the peaks of greatest interest came 
Tuesday night. Special permission was 
voted John A. MacLean to present the 
International Christian University of 
Japan for 30 minutes, followed by 
Executive Secretary C. Darby Fulton for 
the same length of time, explaining why 
the Board of World Missions had not 
supported the institution. He was fol- 
lowed by H. Kerr Taylor, formerly of 
the Mission staff, supporting the ICU, 
and by Charles L. Crane. Participation 
in the ICU was again declined but the 
way was left open for individual and 
group support. 

When the missions report was con- 
cluded, Dr. McCord, who had served as 
chairman of the standing committee, 
was given special permission by the As- 
sembly to present a resolution calling 
for a “high-powered” ad interim com- 
mittee to make a two-year study of the 
missionary obligation and strategy of 
the church in today’s world. This re- 
quest, he said, was a reflection on no 
one—unless on the members of the 
chureh in their failure to support an 
adequate program. Such a study, he 
said, should be of great help to the 
board and the staff. 

Though opposed by some, the motion 
carried 105-69, and the committee will 
be named by the Assembly’s Nominating 
Committee. 


(Continued next week) 
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Presbyterians and the Present Challenge 


eral Assembly is to get a resolu- 

tion of goodwill for the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. If somebody says, 
“Hurrah for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S.,”’ everybody says, ‘“‘Aye!”’ 

We extend to you, in the symbolism 
of John Calvin, our flaming heart in 
our extended hand, and it’s sincere. It 
is no revelation to you that we are 
rather enthusiastic for reunion. [ hope 
you’ll forgive us if we are too enthusi- 
astic, and I mean that. In the repre- 
sentative democracy, which is Presby- 
terianism, we have complete independ- 
ence within unity and that independence 
is for individuals; it is for groups. I 
think we have already attained the un- 
ity of love and goodwill. We are pro- 
gressively attaining the unity of the 
sharing and cooperation of our work, 
and eventually it will become organic. 
But you must do your own thinking, we 
must do our own thinking, and our 
good friends, the United Presbyterians, 
must do their own thinking, and when 
the unity comes, as I pray God it may 
come and come quickly, it must be the 
spontaneous result of our own inner be- 
ing. 

I am going to tell you why I pray for 
an early reunion of these churches, first 
of all in the realm of the spirit, and in 
God’s own good time, organically. The 
first reason is, we’ve had a family quar- 
rel. A family quarrel is always a scan- 
dal and it’s always a tragedy, to the par- 
ties, to their children and to the com- 
munity, so I believe a reunion between 
our great churches would be redemptive. 
In a world which is struggling for unity 
out of its terrible divisions, the spectacle 
of brethren in Jesus Christ coming to- 
gether over what have been deep bar- 
riers of the past in a new unity—HI be- 
lieve it would be a demonstration to 
the world which would be redemptive. 


T HE EASIEST THING in our Gen- 


*Dr. Baird, the fraternal delegate 
from the Presbyterian, USA, Assembly 
to the U. S. Assembly, gave this talk at 
the Charleston, W. Va., meeting. He is 
president of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif. 
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By JESSE H. BAIRD* and I don’t see much difference between 
you. I was raised up in Western Penn- 
. sylvania with a Bible in my hand and 
the catechism and the Sabbath day that 
was kept holy, with the pulpit exalted 
with great preaching, with the old fash- 
ioned prayer meeting where free prayer 
taught everyone to go, out of the spon- 
taneity of his own inner being, to his 
God, with evangelism the very essence of 
things. I started in evangelism when I 
was 19 years of age, as a boy gospel- 
teamer, and I’ve been in it ever since. 
I rejoice in your conservative theology, 
I rejoice in your evangelism, I rejoice 
in a people that as I rub elbows with— 
I see you are just simply my folks. I 
am a part of that Scotch-Irish migration 
that came across Pennsylvania and 
divided into three or four forks. Ours 
went up into Venango County, some 
came down into West Virginia and on 
into Kentucky and Tennessee. I visited 
my relatives there and there on the way 
down. Now, we’re one people, and I 
respond to you as naturally as T respond 
to my native air. 

The third reason is, and this is the 
real reason, I believe that God wants 
us to act in unity in the tremendous job 





BAIRD: In a world of division, a 
symbol of unity. 


“IT Like You” 

Next, I long for an increasing unity 
because I like you. As Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, as a del- 
egate to Geneva and Amsterdam and as 
a traveling agent for theological educa- 
tion, I have seen a lot of Presbyterians 
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that he has given us to do. As I went 
through our General Assembly in New 
York City I felt at times that I was be- 
ing given a personally escorted tour 
through Dante’s Inferno. George But- 
rick came back from a tour of over 21 
nations of the world and he simply made 
our hair stand up with the story of mili- 
tant atheism, with the story of reaction 
ranging from a mild dislike to a bitter, 
militant hatred of the United States of 
America, which he 


found everywhere, 
with the story of a threatened rising of 
people of color of the world against the 
white man, who, after all, is a very small 
minority. In this world which God has 
made largely a world of the people of 
color, he told us of the underdog rising 
and striking out blindly and viciously 
against something he knows not what, 
following the false Messiah of Red Com- 
munism. Now, I believe that God has 
put us here as his agent for a day like 
this, and as the armies of truth and love 
and the redemption of the Christ who 
died on Calvary. The armies of holi- 
ness must outmarch the armies of de- 
struction, or God help our civilization. 
I believe God is placing before us an- 
other forking of the way. [I lay before 
you life and death. Choose life! Now 
there is no other force in this world to 
uphold that banner of love and truth, 


the redemption of the cross of Christ— 
except his church. I’m not going to go 
any further into the problems. What 
I’m going to do is to say a few words of 
what to me is news. 


A Church on the March 
God’s chureh is rising. 


terian church is rising. I 
your evangelism. 


Our Presby- 

rejoice in 
We're joining you. 
In five years we have made a net gain 
through evangelism of 273,000 souls. 
Two areas of our nation, your South and 
our West Coast, are the recipients of a 
migration of man such as has happened 
seldom in the world. Eleven millions 
have poured into your old South in the 
last ten years, and they are coming to 
California over a thousand a day. Now, 
what are we doing? You, for six years, 
have established one new church a week. 
We, for six years, have established one 
new church a week. For you, in propor- 
tion to your members, that’s a tremen- 
dously greater achievement than we 
have had, but we are shoulder to shoul- 
der with you to see to it that the young 
couples who are inhabiting these new 
mushrooming communities shall have 
churches in which to worship, and Sun- 
day schools for their children. 

I am a theological president and I tell 
you it gladdens the heart (and this also 
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is the story of your own church) that 
during the last six years the attendance 
at our theological seminaries has more 
than doubled. In my own seminary jt 
has quadrupled in the fifteen years that 
I have been president, and I am telling 
you that these young fellows who are 
coming up through the seminaries of 
our nation mean business. 
consecrated. 


They are 
My most usual callers are 
groups of students saying, ‘‘Prexy, can’t 
we have another day of prayer?”’ Many 
of them are men who tell me they made 
their decisions on the field of battle, 
As they face the realities of life and 
come to the only logical conclusion that 
it is only Jesus Christ who can give us 
a world that is fit to live in, we, whose 
hair is growing gray or falling out, had 
better get out of the way of the leader- 
ship of this church of the immediate 
future. 

The church is on the march. 
a revival. 


There is 
I find churches all over the 
country holding two or three Sunday 
morning services in order to take care 
of the people who are coming. God is 
leading on, and I, for one, want to do 
everything possible to give him a church 
united, at peace, pure in doctrine and in 
purpose and imbued with the power of 
the Holy Spirit, in order that he may 
lead us out in the tremendous needs of 
the day in which we live. 


Wanted: A Consecrated Church 


They told a story at our General As- 
sembly about a couple that went to 
Washington, D. C., to see the capitol. 
They went here and there. Finally, 
they came to the Archives Building, and 
they saw a motto on the front which 
said, ‘‘All that is past is prologue.” 
Well, they scratched their heads and 
they asked their taxi driver to stop. 
They tried at this end and they tried at 
the other end and they couldn’t figure 
out what it meant, and they said to the 
taxi man, “What does that mean—all 
that is past is prologue?” ‘‘Well,” he 
said, ‘“‘that’s government talk. It means 
you ain’t seen nothin’ yet.”’ 

I’d like to put that into greater words, 
“Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man what God hath in store for them 
who love him. For he is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think.” 

And he’s going to do it when we give 
him a consecrated church to be the in- 
strument of his redemption to a world 
which is skidding down a toboggan into 
chaos. 

Brethren, we love you. We want to 
march shoulder to shoulder with you 
under the leadership of the Spirit of the 
Almighty God. 
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BIBLE STUDY 


— 





In the Time of the Judges 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 6, 1952 
Judges 2:6-19; 21:25. 


Our lessons this quarter deal with the 
rise of the Kingdom of Israel. Joshua, 
the great captain who succeeded Moses 
as the leader of the nation, led the peo- 
ple across the Jordan, broke the power 
of the Canaanites, and divided the land 
among the twelve tribes. The book of 
Judges, from which our next three les- 
sons are taken, describes the fortunes of 
Israel during the years which followed, 
in those days where there was no king in 
Israel, and every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes. On the 
whole it is a story of gradual deteriora- 
tion—of recurring failure, followed by 
temporary recovery. The first two 
chapters of Judges give us a preview of 
what is to come—a summary of Israel’s 
history and an explanation which has 
some meaning for our own day as well. 





1. A Jost Generation, 2:6-10 


Two facts stand out in this para- 
graph: (1) the people served God all 
the days of Joshua and the elders ‘‘who 
had seen all the great works of the 
Lord’: (2) ‘fand there arose another 
generation after them that knew not the 
Lord.” 

Why did the people serve God during 
the days of Joshua and the elders who 
had been his contemporaries? Why 
does any generation remain loyal to its 
highest insights? First, our account in- 
dicates, because their leaders set them 
a good example. When Joshua was 
called to his high post he rededicated 
himself to God (Joshua 1:7-9); he did 
not forget God when success crowned 
his efforts, but publicly pledged, ‘“‘As for 
me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” (Joshua 24:15). The influence 
of Joshua and the elders (the chief men 
of the nation) is made clear in the verse 
that we have quoted: ‘‘The people ser- 
ved the Lord all the days of Joshua and 
all the days of the elders who had seen 
all the great works of the Lord.” 

Most of our political leaders today 
are members of the church; but some 
are only nominal Christians; fewer still 
are completely committed to Christian 
ideals. Among the intelligentsia, the 
literary tribe which does so much to 
mould public opinion in America, the 
situation is far worse. One of our na- 
tional magazines a few years ago pub- 
lished the personal credos of a leading 
group of “intellectuals.’””’ Only a hand- 
ful had preserved their religious con- 
victions, and most of these were Roman 
Catholics. How is it with our educa- 
tional leaders? Most of them, probably, 
are Christians, but not all, by any 
Means. If America is to remain relig- 
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ious, if it is to remain inwardly strong 
and outwardly prosperous, we must 
have leaders who have strong moral and 
religious convictions, and who build 
these convictions into our national fibre. 

Joshua’s generation continued to 
serve the Lord, in the second place, be- 
cause they had had a vital religious ex- 
perience of their own. They had seen 
the works which God had wrought for 
Israel; they had tested his promises and 
proved them to be true. When men 
have learned to know God in their own 
experience their faith cannot be shaken. 
One of the most thoughtful ministers I 
know is very much disturbed about the 
future of the church because so few 
Christians, it appears to him, have had 
a genuine religious experience of their 
own. Is this true, do you think, or is 
my friend unduly pessimistic? 

“There arose a generation that did 
not know the Lord.’? How can we ex- 
plain this fact? Quite plainly the older 
generation had failed to transmit its re- 
ligious convictions to the newer genera- 
tion. This is the great danger that re- 
ligion faces in every age. So often the 
sons do not share the religious beliefs 
of their fathers. We are not to be dis- 
turbed too greatly if the sons do not ac- 
cept the exact forms of their fathers’ 
beliefs, but we should be greatly dis- 
turbed if they do not have a vital relig- 
ious faith of their own. All the relig- 
ious gains of the past can be lost in a 
single generation if one generation fails 
to transmit its faith to the next. The 
Communists know this, as did the Nazis 
also. They give primary concern to the 
control and education of youth. 

How is it in our own land? A writer 
in The Christian Century said recently: 
“It is no exaggeration to say that since 
the invention of printing gave the Bible 
to the common people, thus preparing 
the way for the Protestant reformation, 
there has been no generation of Chris- 
tians so religiously illiterate as our 
Innumerable surveys bear out 
this statement. 

One of our most thoughtful Christian 
leaders made this comparison about ten 
years ago: The oncoming generation, he 
said, views religion from the outside; 
the former generation knew religion 
from within. To the older generation 
religion was the most fundamental and 
indispensible of life’s concerns. To the 
younger generation, religion is one 
among the secondary or incidental in- 
terests of life. The religion of our 
fathers or grandfathers had its roots 


own.”’ 


deeply embedded in the great evange- 
listic enthusiasms of the 19th century— 
the Moody and Sankey revivals, the 
Wesley movement and the like. The re- 
ligion of the second generation, of those 
roughly fifty years or more, was inher- 
ited by them from their fathers. It was 
transmitted by contagion. The religion 
of this second generation on the whole 
was not transmitted. The inoculation 
did not take. ‘‘With few exceptions, the 
experience of personal religion failed to 
take root in the spiritual life of the third 
generation.”’ Religion of this’ third 
generation is something which had been 
handed down from the past, and which 
they felt an obligation to sustain. But 
it is not the sort of religion which can 
be transmitted to the youth of today. 
We are familiar with the saying that 
a great financial fortune in 
may be expected to 


America 
last exactly four 
It is accumulated by the 
first; enjoyed by the second, dissipated 
by the third; lost to the fourth. Our 
writer pointed out that there is a simi- 
lar law in the spiritual life, 


generations. 


“illustrated times without number in 
Christian history, which guides religious 
vitality through a cycle of four stages, 
if not always precisely four generation. 
To the first generation religion is liv- 
ing, vibrant, all pervading, all control- 
ling inner reality, holding unchallenged 
sovereignty over the purposes and loy- 
alties and conduct of life. To the sec- 
ond generation, it is an inherited treas- 
ure, somewhat real to the inner life 
though with vitality cooled in the pro- 
cess of transmission; about it there is 
something of the backward leok; the 
recollection of a beautiful but fading 
memory; and most important, it has 
been greatly removed from the control- 
ling center of life to a position of im- 
portant but distinctly secondary status. 
To the third generation, religion is a 
legacy from the past with little warmth 
or living reality for those entrusted with 
its destinies; its continuance is the 
mechanical perpetuation of something 
which once had meaning; and most im- 
portant it has become one among the in- 
cidental concerns of life. For the fourth 
generation religion is irrelevant.”’ 
(Van Dusen: The Plain Man Seeks for 
God) 


Since this analysis of the American 
religious scene was written, there has 
been a definite turn toward religion on 
the part of young and old. Has the cycle 
been reversed? Will there be a new gen- 
eration with a vital religion of its own? 
Let us hope so; otherwise the cycle de- 
scribed by Van Dusen and illustrated in 
the Book of Judges wil continue to re- 
peat itself. 


II. The Way Back 


For Israel the way back was a hard 
one, a way which they were forced to 
travel over and over again. As epito- 
mized in the second chapter of Judges, 
it was a constantly recurring cycle of 
sin, suffering, repentance, and deliver- 
ance. 

1. Sin. ‘‘And the children of Israel 
did that which was evil in the sight of 
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the Lord.” That evil took many forms, 
but the root evil from which all other 
developed, was the fact that ‘they for- 
sook the Lord God of their fathers... 
and followed other gods, of the gods of 
the people that were round about them.” 
The gods of the people to whom they 
turned were Baal (plural Baalim) and 
Ashtaroth. Baal was the malje and Ash- 
taroth was his consort. Every particu- 
lar community had its own Baal and 
Ashtaroth. They were the gods who oc- 
cupied the land, who gave the sunshine 
and the rain, and who must be propiti- 
ated or appeased, if the seeds were to 
germinate and the crops to grow. 

The Israelites were nomads; they 
learned the art of agriculture from the 
Canaanites whom they found in the 
land. And a part of this art as prac- 
ticed by the Canaanites was paying due 
honor to Baal and Ashtaroth. It was 
the sort of sympathetic magic common 
to all the oriental fertility cults. Un- 
fortunately this religion of Baal and 
Ashtaroth made practically no moral de- 
mands upon its adherents. It was merely 
a matter of going through the prope! 
rites. Perhaps that was one reason why 
it appealed so greatly to the Israelites. 
All of us are tempted to avoid the high 
moral demands of God, and to make our 
religion a matter of form. But as Oes- 
terley and Robinson point out in their 
Hebrew Religion: 


“There is a still graver charge to be 
brought against the religion of ancient 
-alestine. It was not merely indifferent 
to the claims of simple ethics, it eyen 
condoned and authorized direct viola- 
tions of the moral law. No one would 
justify murder in ordinary civil life, yet 
there were times (in the religion of 
Baal and Ashtaroth) when hvman sacri- 
fice was practiced. Sexual irregularity 
was condemned by the common feeling 
of the Western Semites, but sacramental 
fornication was a regular feature of the 
religious life (of Baal and Ashtaroth) 
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. .. and the great festivals, especially 
that of the autumn, seem to have been 
times of riotous license, when free rein 
was given to human passions.” 


It may seem at first that Israel’s sin, 
her worship of Baal and Ashtaroth have 
no particular meaning for our own 
times. But fundamentally human na- 
ture does not change, and the same sin 
appears in different guises or in different 
forms. We, too, are tempted to worship 
gods who offer us material success, 
whether we call their names Baal and 
Ashtaroth or not. We too are tempted 
constantly to accept the ways and the 
ideal of the people among whom we 
dwell, the people who we think can help 
us to find happiness or success. We too 
are inclined to turn away from a relig- 
ion which makes high ethical demands 
to a religion of mere form. And much of 
our literature, much of our organized 
amusement appeals to the lower in- 
stincts as did the religion of the Canaan- 
ites. 

2. Suffering. ‘‘And the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Israel and he 
delivered them into the hands of spoil- 
ers. . . . Whithersoever they went out, 
the hand of Jehovah was against them 
for evil and they were sore dis- 
tressed.’’ As Oesterley and Robinson 
explain, this was not a piece of arbitrary 
punishment. When the people turned 
away from God they lost their national 
unity, they became morally flabby, they 
became an easy prey for the nations 
round about. Sin still brings suffering 
in the world in which we live. God has 
created a world in which uniform acts 
bring uniform results; in which breach 
of law, physical or moral, brings suffer- 
ing to individuals and to nations, to the 
guilty and the innocent. God has given 
men freedom to accept his will or to re- 
ject it, to seek their own selfish advan- 
tage or the welfare of mankind, to build 
a civilization or to wreck it. 

3. Repentance. “And it repented the 
Lord because of their groanings.’”’ We 
might put it differently. When they re- 
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newed their loyalty to God, when they 
recovered their ideals, when they pe. 
came morally invigorated, they found 
strength to overcome their foes. Goq 
was with them because they had brought 
their social and political institutions, 
along with their private lives, into cop. 
formity with that moral law which up. 
dergirds our world. Our growing mili- 
tary strength may give us a further re- 
spite, but it will not end the crisis of 
our age. That will come only when men 
as a whole turn away from their ideals 
unto God and seek to build their per- 
sonal, their social, their national and 
their international lives on surer and 
firmer foundations, even the will of 
Almighty God. 

4. Deliverance. ‘‘The Lord raised up 
judges which delivered them.’’ Thege 
judges were not judges in our modern 
sense, but military leaders, political 
leaders, religious leaders who turned 
the people’s mind back to God and en- 
abled them to win deliverance from 
their foes. God delivered the people, not 
by some purely supernatural means but 
by the agency of men who allowed them- 
selves to be used as instruments of his 
purpose. And so it will be with us. 

Unfortunately the deliverance of Is- 
rael was only temporary. When the 
danger had passed they proceeded to 
forget God. And so the cycle went on 
endlessly—sin, suffering, repentance 
and deliverance. Shall it be the same 
with us? 


God send us men, whose aim will be, 
Not to defend some worn-out creed, 
But to live out the laws of Christ, 
In every thought, and word, and deed. 


God send us men! alert and quick 
His lofty precepts to translate, 

Until the laws of Christ become 
The laws and habits of the state. 


God send us men! God send us men! 
Patient, courageous, strong and true, 

With vision clear and mind equipped 
His will to learn, his work to do. 


God send us men! with hearts ablaze, 

All truth to love, all wrong to hate; 
These are the patriots nations need, 

These are the bulwarks of the state. 
—F. J. Gilman. 


Lesson commentary based on “Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
1S. A. 
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A Lesson from the Life of Hudson Taylor 


THE HABIT OF TRUST 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





—— 


My refuge is in God. Trust in him 
at all times.—Psalm 62:7, 8. 


F YOU were employed by an absent- 
minded man, and payday came only 
once in three months, and if the 

poss had instructed you to call his at- 
tention to payday in case he forgot it, 
you would think it rather peculiar not 
to follow his instructions. Yet that is 
just what Hudson Taylor did, when a 
very young man in England. In those 
days it was customary for many em- 
ployees to be paid only four times a 
year; and Taylor’s boss was a medical 
man with a very poor memory for pay- 
days or any other anniversaries. Yet 
Taylor made up his mind he would 
never say a word about his salary, no 
matter what. 

This was not pure stubbornness, as 
you might think. For Hudson Taylor 
was even then looking forward to his 
long and famous work as a missionary 
in China. There was then no radio, no 
telegraph, very poor mail service; no 
international air-letters for a dime. A 
missionary in the interior of China 
could not wire for emergency funds. 
The best he could do would be to send 
a letter on its uncertain way, and wait 
till the money arrived, if it ever did. 
It was not only in money matters, but 
in a thousand details, many of which 
young Taylor foresaw but many of 
which he could not forsee, he was go- 
ing to be out at the end of a very long 
road, in the dark. As a Christian, he 
knew the time was coming when he 
would have to rely on God to supply his 
needs. Not that he expected manna to 
drop from heaven; but he would depend 
on God to move in the hearts and minds 
of the people who had it in their power 
to help him and his work. 

Back in England things were differ- 
ent. Everything needed was right 
around the corner; there seemed to be 
much less necessity for this day-by-day 
dependence on God. Hudson Taylor, 
however, was wise enough to see the 
truth: if he were going to be happily 
and steadily dependent on God out in 
Asia he would have to learn the secret 


of it, and the habit of it, here at home. 
So in all his dealings with his eccentric 
employer, he acted just as if the man 
were half around the world, so far as 
payday was concerned, and although the 
old doctor often forgot, his young as- 
sistant never once reminded him. Young 
Taylor prayed about it, to be sure. That 
was the point: learning to pray in faith, 
for the fulfilment of daily needs. There 
was much to try his trust. More than 
once he came near to starving before 
the old doctor remembered what time 
of year it was. But in those early years 
Hudson Taylor acquired, in this and in 
other ways, the habit of trusting in God. 


T IS A MISTAKE to think that man 
is a creature of habits so far as his 
body and mind are concerned, but 

that his spirit is somehow in a sphere 
where habits have no place. Far from 
it: the laws of habit are much the same 
for body, mind and spirit. One of these 
laws is that good habits have to be 
worked at, consciously and sometimes 
painfully, before they become estab- 
lished. Another is that the reward of 
a habit is not only in the smooth run- 
ning of everyday existence, but in the 
extraordinary emergency, when the 
mind might easily be paralyzed by sur- 
prise or terror, except that the habit 
takes over and carries the mind through. 
No one knows when his own emer- 
gencies may arise. Some people, per- 
haps, pass placidly through life without 
any. Living comfortably for fifty years, 
with no diseases and no real cares or 
troubles, they finally are hit on the head 
by a falling monkey-wrench or some- 
thing, and so die in peace, never know- 
ing what hit them. (The writer does 
not claim to know any such persons; but 
they may have existed.) Most real peo- 
ple do have emergencies, in the distress- 
ing plural. When that time comes, a 
time which may be one agonizing mo- 
ment, or what is harder to bear, a long- 
continuing disaster, the person who has 
had any religious training knows that 
this is a time for trust in God. But if 
the habit of trust has not been estab- 
lished, it is all but impossible to de- 
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velop trust suddenly, in the face of the 
emergency. The habit of trust, like all 
other habits, can be acquired only with 
long practice. One does not electrify 
an audience with an execution of a 
musical or acrobatic masterpiece with- 
out hours and years of faithful practice 
beforehand. 


But you cannot practice on the emer- 
gencies alone; they are not frequent 
enough. You have to practice the habit 
of trust in all the little ‘‘insignificant’’ 
every-day things. Are you waiting for 
a bus or train not knowing whether you 
can get a seat? Are you on that train 
or bus hoping you can make a close 
connection? Are you putting straw- 
berry plants into the ground? Are you 
waiting for a doctor to come? Are you 
trying out a new recipe? Are you won- 
dering whether your job will hold out? 
Are you planning a picnic in uncertain 
season? 


T IS not only the adult; boys and 
girls too, not less than their elders, 
can begin practicing the habit of 

trust, as Hudson Taylor well knew. Are 
you being promoted to a new grade and 
a new teacher? Is your family moving 
to a place where you don’t know a boy 
or girl in town? Are you applying for 
your first job? Are you up for class 
elections? Are you out to make the 
school team? Life for young and old 
is full of chances for worry; but every 
one of these is also a chance to 
strengthen the good habit of trust. 

If you have learned to trust God in 
the simple everyday things, if you have 
been doing that for years on end, so 
that you do it without first thinking that 
you ought to, then you will not need 
to fear the day of shock. You will have 
been meeting God all along the way, and 
you know that God will always be there. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Frank M. Taylor, Durant, Okla., will 
become pastor of the First church, 
Grapevine, Texas, Aug. 15. 

Ben E. Gillespie, McKinney, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Brownwood, Texas. 

E. D. Vaughan from Richmond, Va., 
to 121 High St., Salem, Va. 

W. F. Rogers from Newport, Ark., to 
611 Hankins St., Warren, Ark. 

Roger Williams from Livingston, 
Ala., to Pine Ridge, Miss. 








DEGREE 

jugene W. McLaurin, Austin Semi- 
nary’s professor of New Testament, was 
recently awarded the second Ph. D. de- 
gree in Greek ever awarded by the Uni- 
versity of Texas. Dr. McLaurin’s thesis 
was, “The Influence of Hebrew and 
Classical, Septuagint, and Hellenistic 
Greek Element in the Redemptive 
Terms of the Greek New Testament.” 


SUMMER 

Charles Haddon Nabers, First church, 
Greenville, S. C., and Mrs. Nabers sailed 
from New York June 12 on a 38-day 
cruise to points in South America, as 
far south as Buenos Aires. Dr. Nabers 
is serving as chaplain aboard the Brazil. 


AUSTIN SEMINARY 

Master of Theology degrees awarded 
at the recent commencement went to: 
Henry W. Quinius, San Antonio; Char- 
les M. Campbell, Yorktown, Texas; 
Thos. W. Currie, Jr., Dallas; Dwight A. 
Sharpe, Sweetwater, John H. 
Justus, El Paso. 

John Z. lil, Westminster 
church, Galveston, completed his B. D. 
work last summer and received his de- 
gree at commencement. 


Texas; 


Gaston, 


PRINCETON 
George ID. Jackson, Asheboro, N. C., 


Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 





A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 





was awarded the Doctor of Theology de- 
gree at Princeton Seminary at the re- 
cent commencement. Thesis: ‘The 
Biblical Basis of the Theology of P. T. 
Forsyth.” Other Princeton awards in- 
clude: 

Albert C. Burke, Decatur, Ga., 
(Austin Seminary, ’51). Master of The- 


Bachelor of Divinity. ; 
Doris Virginia Kissling (Mrs. Neill) 
Hamilton, Jacksonville, Fla., Master of 
Religious Education. 
Isabel and Jean McRae Ross, both of 
Mexico, Master of Religious Education, 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 





ology. 
Shirley C. Guthrie, Jr., 
Texas, Bachelor of Divinity. 
Jas. V. Johnson, Jr., 


Mrs. L. C. Majors is serving as tem- 
porary associate in the office of Leader. 
ship Education, Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Richmond, during the summer, 


Kilgore, 


Miami, Fla., 





THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


FLORA MACDONALD 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 


Red Springs, N. C. 








1776 Hampden-Sydney College 
A liberal arts college for men 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Coeducational 


A four-year Liberal Arts College, offering a choice of courses 
leading to the bachelor’s degree. Colleges of law, medicine, 
dentistry, theology, and engineering regard Southwestern’s 
pre-professional training with highest favor. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President Memphis 12, Tennessee 








A source of distinguished Christian 
leadership continuously since 1849, 


and worthy of your support. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President 


@AUSTIN COLLEGE sHEaM an 








1837 1952 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CONSECRATED TO LEARNING 
AND TO 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 
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